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Couple Set to Wed in Pop-Up Wedding as Trend
Catches On

By JOI-MARIE MCKENZIE - Jan 16, 2016, 1:51 PM E [ —
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WATCH | Get the Hottest Wedding Trends Without Breaking the Bank

564 Chaela Hall said her best friend knows she's "adventurous and into doing crazy things." It's
SHARES why she sent her an article about a new bridal trend coming to New York City in March - a
group pop-up wedding.

Hall, who got engaged to her boyfriend of two years Aaron Smith last September, said she
signed up for a luxury pop-up wedding experience without even checking with her fiance first.

Bride Says 'l Do' With Service Dog by Her Side
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Bride and Groom Ask Wedding Guests to Give Random Acts of Kindness

"It was something different, unconventional and that's pretty much how our relationship is, so |
said, "'Why not?™ Hall, 36, told ABC News.

And her flance didn't mind.

"I was in," Smith, 39, said. "l trust her. And I'm pretty adventurous and spontaneous so I'm
always down for some exciting fun event."

The two will be one of 10 couples participating in PopEliss on March 30-31in New York City.
The two-day event, being held at a secret location in the Big Apple, features three events.

First, couples will be greeted at a welcome party the day before the main event. And on their
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First, couples will be greeted at a welcome party the day before the main event. And on their
564 wedding day, they'll wake up to separate brunches. Then they'll head to a suite where they'll
SHARES get the full Hollywood treatment -- hair and makeup.

o Mext is the pop-up wedding, where each couple walks down the aisle and exchanges vows
separately. The couple can invite 14 guests to the surprise affair.

o Hall said the event, curated by wedding planner Racquel Kristi, worked for her and Smith, who
e are both residents of Maryland.

"We were planning on going to the Justice of the Peace (at City Hall) and now everyone gets
to participate and share in our adventure and this new path we're going to take," she said. "It'll
create another memory with something we'll never forget.”
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Wedding planner Racquel Kristi's new idea is PopBliss, a pop-up wedding for 10 couples in New York City this March.

264

SHARES
5till, she admitted that there are downsides to a pop-up wedding. Their four children under the

age of 12 from previous relationships won't be there to witness the event.

"They understand that they'll still be able to cheer mommy and daddy on without actually
physically being in the room,"” Hall said, noting that the event will be live-streamed for those
not included in the tally.
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Kristi, 33, told ABC News she's planned several pop-up weddings in the past, but "nothing like
this."

5She's gone to great lengths to keep the events a surprise.

"We have everyone sign non-disclosure agreements and 72 hours before the event we
disclose (the location) to certain vendors, ..and some vendors receive the information the day

of" she said.

So how much does it cost to participate in PopBliss? $5,000, Kristi said. Wedding dress and
tuxedo not included.

"It includes all the elements of a standard wedding: photographer, videographer, hair,
makeup, cake, bouquet, entertainment, catering, open bar, the works," she said.

It could be a deal for cash-strapped couples. According to a survey by The Knot, the average
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Kristi, 33, told ABC News she's planned several pop-up weddings in the past, but "nothing like
this."

She's gone to great lengths to keep the events a surprise.

"We have everyone sign non-disclosure agreements and 72 hours before the event we
disclose (the location) to certain vendors, ._and some vendors receive the information the day

of" she said.

So how much does it cost to participate in PopBliss? $5,000, Kristi said. Wedding dress and
tuxedo not included.

"It includes all the elements of a standard wedding: photographer, videographer, hair,
makeup, cake, bouguet, entertainment, catering, open bar, the works." she said.

It could be a deal for cash-strapped couples. According to a survey by The Knot, the average
wedding in 2014 cost $31,213 - an all-time high.

"And couples aren’t stressed with the planning process,” Kristi added.
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